
RESOLUTION NO. 12-662    

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Huntsville, 

Alabama, are apprised that Olin B. King, foremost business leader and 

philanthropist, departed this life on June 16, 2012, at UAB Hospital 

in Birmingham, Alabama; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Olin King was born in Sandersville, Georgia, and was the 

son of the late Reverend George Olin King and Elizabeth Berry King.  

In 1953, at the age of nineteen, he earned a Bachelor of Science 

Degree in Physics from North Georgia College. After graduating, he 

served his country for two years as an Army Signal Corps officer 

during the Korean Conflict and later continued his graduate studies at 

Emory University, Rutgers University, and the University of 

Pennsylvania.  He received an honorary Doctor of Science Degree from 

the University of Alabama in 1983, an honorary Doctor of Science 

Degree from the South Dakota School of Mines and Technology in 1990, 

and an honorary Doctor of Science Degree from North Georgia College 

and State University in 2001; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Olin King was married to Shelbie Abbott King and they 

are the proud parents of: daughter  Elizabeth Smith and husband Gregg 

of Huntsville; son George King and wife Shannon of Parker, Colorado; 

daughter  Rosemary Lee and husband Joe of Huntsville; son Jay Hoyle 

and wife Denise of Birmingham; grandchildren Jennifer Smith of Chapel 

Hill, North Carolina; Alex Smith of Huntsville; Whitney King and Ford 

King of Parker Colorado; Ross Hoyle of Williston, North Dakota; and 

Aubrey Hoyle Mahy of Birmingham; sister Beverley Crawford and husband 

Bill of Pensacola, Florida; and several nieces and nephews; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Olin King moved to Huntsville, Alabama, in 1957 where he 

worked as an Engineering Manager for the Army Ballistic Missile Agency 

until NASA’s formation in 1960.  He continued his employment at 

Marshall Space Flight Center until 1961; and, 

 

WHEREAS, during 1961, Olin King and two partners pooled $21,000 

and founded Space Craft, Inc. (SCI).  He served as both Chief 

Executive Officer (CEO) and Chairman of the Board, positions he held 

until his retirement.  By 1987, Space Craft, Inc. had become known as 

SCI Systems, Inc.  During his tenure, SCI became the world’s largest 

contract manufacturer and expanded its size to fifty-one facilities in 

nineteen countries with over 34,000 employees.  Under his leadership, 

the company grew to have an annual revenue of approximately $8 billion 

making it one of the country’s 500 largest companies on the basis of 

revenue; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Olin King retired as SCI’s CEO in 1999 and Chairman of 

the Board in 2000.  SCI was acquired by Sanmina, Inc. in 2001 for $30 

per share, a deal valued at $6 billion.  He also served as Director of 

Regions Financial Corp., Director of Regions Bank in Huntsville,  
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Director of Interfinancial, Inc., Director of Baker Automotion 

Systems, Inc., Director of Abbott Medical Electronics, Director of 

Adelantos de Tecnologia, S.A. de C.V., Director of Delta Com, Inc., 

and a Partner in Valley Telephone Services. Inc.  He held other 

directorships including the Alabama Research Institution, Huntsville/ 

Madison County Chamber of Commerce, United Way of Madison County, 

Huntsville Museum of Art, and Huntsville Symphony Orchestra; and,  

 

WHEREAS, Olin King devoted much of his time and talents to both 

the community of Huntsville and state of Alabama.  He served as a 

member of the Board of Trustees for the University of Alabama System, 

the Board of Directors for the University of Alabama in Birmingham 

Health Systems, the University of Alabama in Huntsville Foundation, 

the Governors Task Force on Economic Recovery, the Council of Twenty-

One for the Alabama Commission on Higher Education, and founding 

member and past Chairman of the Research Park Board of the City of 

Huntsville.  He was a founding Trustee of the Alabama Heritage Trust 

Fund, founding Director of the Alabama Supercomputer Network 

Authority, and a founding Director of the Huntsville Hospital 

Foundation; and,  

 

WHEREAS, Olin King was awarded many honors for his quest to 

improve and promote economic growth and educational betterment 

throughout Alabama.  He was named Executive of the Year in 1984 by the 

National Management Association, inducted into the Alabama Academy of 

Honor in 1988, given Huntsville’s Distinguished Service Award in 1994, 

named Alabama’s CEO of the Year in 1998, inducted into the Alabama 

Business Hall of Fame in 2000, received the Lifetime Achievement Award 

from the Alabama Information Technology Association in 2005, and 

inducted into the Alabama Engineering Hall of Fame in 2011.  He was an 

inventor and holder of several patents, the author of numerous 

engineering and business papers and articles, and frequently a speaker 

for many civic, educational, professional and other business groups. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council and Mayor of 

the City of Huntsville, Alabama, do hereby recognize Olin B. King for 

his great history and gratefully acknowledge his legacy of commitment 

to our community.  We extend our heartfelt sympathy to his family and 

friends. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council and Mayor 

of the City of Huntsville, Alabama, hereby order that a copy of this 

resolution be spread upon the minutes of this meeting and a copy be 

furnished to his family. 
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ADOPTED on this the 9th day of August, 2012. 

 

 

 

             
President of the City Council of the  

      City of Huntsville, Alabama 

 

 

  

APPROVED on this the 9th day of August, 2012. 

 

 

       

              
Mayor of the City of Huntsville, Alabama 

 

 

     

 

 

   

 

 

 

         

 

 

 


